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HAGUE MARKET REOPENS FOR BUSINESS 
    By Ginger Henry Kuenzel 

The day we’ve all been waiting for – for a very long time – 
has arrived. The Hague Market reopens for business on Friday, 
January 20, 2012.  The store has been closed for several months 
while the new owners, Jim and Sally Rypkema, completely re-

vamped the space. 

I stopped by to talk to them just a few days before The 
Hague Chronicle went to press. They and their team were hard 
at work, stocking the shelves and refrigeration units and putting 
the finishing touches on everything as they hustled to get ready 

for opening day.  

I looked around at the immaculate kitchen, all set up and 
ready for business, the coffee machines – yes, including cap-

puccino – conveniently placed 
just inside the front door, and the 
deli counter waiting for the first 

customers to arrive.  

The January 20 date, I was told, 
is a ‘soft opening.’ In the coming 
weeks, the store will be adding 
more and more items. There will 
also be an official ribbon cutting 
ceremony at a date to be an-
nounced in the near future. Be 
sure to ‘like’ the Hague Market 
on Facebook to stay abreast of all 

the plans. 

On January 20, however, here’s what customers can ex-
pect. The store will stock a wide range of groceries, including 
organic goods, as well as most dairy items, including cheeses. 
There will be a variety of baked goods to choose from, such as 
pies, cupcakes, baguettes and more. A gourmet section is filled 
with jars and bottles of specialty sauces and jams, as well as 

many other items. 

From 8 - 11:30 am, the deli section will offer breakfast 
sandwiches and a daily special. Bagels and cream cheese will 
also be available, along with chocolate and apple croissants. 
The staff plans to expand the breakfast menu over the coming 
weeks and months. Starting at 11:30 am each day, lunch items 
will be offered, including soups, sandwiches, salads and other 
side items.  Each Wednesday, the market will offer a dinner 
entrée to go. The selection will change each week, and orders 

need to be placed in advance. 

As with any general store worth its salt – no pun intended 
– the Hague Market has more 
than just food. You’ll find near-
ly everything you need for your 
household or for your vacation 
– from cleaning products, paper 
products, first aid supplies and 
survival kits to flashlights and 
batteries. Sweatshirts, T-shirts, 
caps, barware and other gift 

items are also plentiful. In fact, there’s just not enough space 
here to list all that you’ll find in the store. The best idea is to 
simply stop by – and if you don’t see what you’re looking for, 
just ask. If Jim and Sally don’t have it, chances are pretty good 

that they can probably get it for you. 

Store hours are 8 am – 6 pm Monday through Saturday, 
and 8 am – 4 pm on Sunday. The phone number is 543-6555.  

And don’t forget to ‘like’ The Hague Market on Facebook. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETS 

Members of the Board of Directors of The Hague Chroni-

cle, Judy Stock, Bob Whitaker, Pat McDonough, Ginger Kuen-
zel and Nancy Young met at the Brookside Community Center 
at the Silver Bay YMCA on January 10, 2012 for their annual 

business meeting. 

Treasurer Bob Whitaker reported a year-end balance of 
$7,532.05 in the checking account. The $5,000 CD will be 
rolled over for another year. The earnings of $385.08 will be 
moved into the checking account to be used towards The Hague 

Chronicle/Dorothy Henry scholarship.  The award for 2012 will 

be $400. 

Judy reviewed her Publisher’s report, noting that the 40th 
Anniversary Celebration, including the Photo Contest, was a 
big success. She expressed thanks to the Celebration Commit-
tee members.   The Board agreed to sponsor another Photo 

Contest for 2012. 

HAGUE SENIOR CLUB 

Our first regular meeting for the New Year will be on Janu-
ary 24, 2012 at 1:30 pm at the Community Center.  We will in-
stall our officers, discuss upcoming events and have a game day 
with snacks and some fun. If you have a game you would like to 

play bring it along.   

On February 9th there will be a Baked Potato Day with all 
the toppings at 4:30 pm to be followed at 6 pm by a very inter-
esting presentation. Ginger Henry Kuenzel will show her slides 
on the Lake George Regatta Boat Races so please come out and 
join us and learn some new things about Hague and who some 

of the racers were.  

On February 16th, weather permitting, we will be taking a 
trip to see the Saranac Lake Ice Castle and have lunch some-
where in between. The car pools will meet at the Community 

Center at 9 am.  

At the regular Senior Meeting on February 28th we will be 
playing Senior Bingo. Looking forward to seeing you all for 

another year of sharing good times.                      … Pat Hintze

HVFD TRAINING EFFORTS CONTINUE 

Several Hague EMT and Fire personnel are attending an 
EMS Symposium sponsored by the West Glens Falls EMS. It 
runs for two full days and covers emergency medical care with 
various courses offered for all levels of Emergency Medical 
Technicians. Also, EMS Radio Communication Training will be 

offered at our Main Station. 

The Department recently held a member-wide clean-up and 
removal of all old, broken, and unusable equipment from the 
property, in the interest of looking our best during the Winter 
Weekend. As part of this annual celebration, we will once again 
host the Firemen's Breakfast on Saturday morning, February 18, 

2012 from 7 - 11 am.  

There were 12 Fire calls using 50 man hrs. and 9 EMS calls 

using 281 man hrs. in December. 

The HVFD offers these tips for getting through the winter 
safely: Be sure that stove and fireplace chimney and flues are 
kept clean. Use good winter tires. Carry an emergency break-

down kit in your car.  Don't walk in unplowed roads. 

The Department is always looking for new members at any 
level - supportive, Fire police, EMT or Firefighter. What a great 
way to start the new year and serve your community in doing 

so!     … Joe McCranels 

2012 PHOTO CONTEST  

 After a very successful photo contest in 
2011 as part of  the celebration of our 40th 
year of publishing,  The Hague Chronicle has 
decided to sponsor another contest for 2012. 
We hope to add to our collection of images of 
Hague and the surrounding area that can be 
used in either print or electronic form.  All 
photos should be taken in the Town of Hague, 

or surrounding Adirondack area during the year from July 1, 

2011 to June 30, 2012.   

There is no entry fee and the contest is open to everyone.  
Winners will have their entries displayed in an issue of The 

Hague Chronicle and may be used on the website and Face-

book page.  

There are seven categories: (1)  Scenery,  (2)  People,  (3)  
Animals, (4) Birds, (5) Still-life, (6) Boats/Boating, and (7) 
Botanicals.  Each person may submit up to two (2) entries in 

each category. 

Each digital entry must be accompanied by specific infor-
mation (see rules) and submitted on or before July 15, 2012.  
Please do not send us an image without all the required infor-
mation.  For complete rules check out our Facebook page, 
email us at  <haguechronicle@nycap.rr.com> or get copies at 
the Community Center.  The rules will soon be on our website 

also.
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2011 HAGUE MEMORY TREE 

DONATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE IN MEMORY OF, OR IN HONOR OF, THE FOLLOWING: 

My Golden (95-08)"Admiral", Jo Arata, Byron Armstrong, Cassie Balcom, Ralph Balcom, James A. Balcom, Olive P. Bal-
com, Harvey T. Balcom, Barbara and Bud Baldwin, Donald Barber, Sr.,Gladys Barber, Andrew N. Barnaby, Jr., Barnaby Fami-
ly, Joseph Barnett Family, Mary Beadnell, Julia Beaty, Jim Belden, Esther Belden, Maud Belden, Mabel Belden, Joan Belden, 
Joe Belden, Morgan Belden, Howard Belden, Geraldine Belden, Charlie Belden, Della Robbins Bennett, LeRoy Bennett, Sr., 
Letha Decker Bennett, John E. Bennett, Mary C. Beste, Kate Bingham, Sally Bingham, Winifred Blair, William Blair, James N. 
Bly, Bob Bolton, Doris Bolton, Jack Bolton, Gerry Boyd, Jody Braisted, John Braisted, John and Betty Braisted, Catherine 
Brock, Charlotte Brock, Louis Brock, Margaret Broderick, James Broderick, John Brown, Betty Brown, Punky Brunsell, Bob 
Bryant, Paul and Jean Buck, Irene Calden, Frank Carney, Rosemary Carney, Jane Carpenter, John Carpenter, John Carpenter, Jr., 
Richard S. Carpenter, Zella Carpenter, George Carter, Ruth Carter, Roland Carter, Adelaide I. Cartwright, William Case Family, 
J. Edsal Case, Edward F. Cassidy, Betty Chamberlain, Harold Chamberlain, Sr., Peggy Chamberlain, Harold Chamberlain, Jr., 
Jack Cherubini, Mario Cherubini, Edna Christiansen, Walter Clifton, Wallace Conlon, Eleanor Conlon, Jim "Doc" Corscaden, 
John M. Costello, John B. Costello, John "B. Good" Costello, Lucille Costello, Bertha Rieff Crabbs, David Dent Crabbs, Edward 
Hamilton Crabbs, Edward Hubley Crabbs, Eliza Hamilton Crabbs, John David Crabbs, Marie Shattuck Creson,  

Roland Dame, Deek Decker, Clifford Decker, Betty Decker, Emerson Decker, Mary Decker, Wilbert Decker, Anthony De-
Franco, Margaret DelSignore, Bernard "Buck" Denno, Anna Robbins Denno, Robert Denno, Eugene Denno, Marion Denno, Joe 
Denno, Robert C. Denno, Geneva May Denno, Mabel Rock Denno, Ralph Denno, Jim Denno, Delmar Dhein, Ryan Dickson, 
Jennifer Henderson DiSarcina, Ben DiSarcina, Sebastian Remy DiSarcina, Bertha Doyle, Thelma and Ken Drake, Jay R. Earl, 
Jayne Earl, Mildred Eddy, A.C. Elthorpe, Myra Elethorpe, Asel Elethorpe, Anna Elethorpe, Earl Elethorpe, Gladys Elethorpe, 
Nathan Elethorpe, Norman Elethorpe, Cecil Elethorpe, Elwin Elethorpe, Kay and Ken Engler, Dottie Engler, Howie Engler, John 
Fadding, Bub Fadding, Herm Fish, Floyd Fish, Charlie Fish, Jane Fitzgerald, Martha Fitzgerald, Sean Forsyth, Charles Fort, 
Gary Fox, Bea Robbins Frasier, Clifford Frasier, Mary Frasier, Chet Frasier, Dale Frasier, Mitchel Frasier, Imogene Frasier, Fra-
sier Family, Samuel R. Frasier, Slip Frasier, Geraldine Frasier, Carl Frasier, Veril Frasier, Marion Frasier, Merrill Frazier, Valeda 
Frazier, William Frasier, Laura Robbins Fricke, Colleen Fuller,  

Theresa Gautreau, Thomas E. Girard, James Girard, Perry L. Girard, Sr., Ron Graser, Charlie Goss, Patrick Guerrieri, Robert 
Guerrieri, Gracie Guerrieri, Patsy Guerrieri, George and Blanche Hanna, Blanche Hanna, Toby Hatfield, Sara G. Robinson Hen-
derson, Charles Henderson, Capt. Charles Henderson, Jr., Virginia Henderson, Capt. James W. Henderson, Chad Henderson, 
Matt Henderson, Dan Henderson, Donald Henderson, Robert Henderson, Gert Herrick, Archie Herrick, Jim Herrick, Debbie Bly 
Hicks, George and Dorothy Hirakawa, Patricia Hocking, Ada Hoyt, Bob Hoyt, George and Marion Hudler, Ron Hudler, George 
Ianson, Frank J. Igoe, Sr., Adelaide K. Igoe, Louis and Bessie Johnson, "Mam" and "Pap" Jordon, Margaret Jordon, Curtis Jor-
don, Gramp Jordon, Inza Jordon, John F Kennedy, Alice Lambert, Betty Lambert, Florence (Topsy) Lambert, Harold Lambert, 
John Lambert, William (Beach) Lambert, Bob Larter, Marg Larter, Ted Larter, Jason Laundree, Georgina Lindquist, Evert Lind-
quist, Cliff Lund, Dorothy Luyster, Albert Luyster,  

Bernice MacGregor, George Maggiolo, Irene Middleton Main, Mike Manning, Ada May, Gary May, Gordon (HubCap) 
May, Kyle May, Harry May, Cindy McCranel, Roy Meeker, Gladys Meeker, Paul Meeker, Norma Megow, Irene Megow, Ludolf 
J Megow, Graham Michael, Petey Michael, Aaron Middleton, Alvin Middleton, Walt Middleton, Bea "Midge" Middleton, Leon-
ard Middleton, Emma Middleton, Ray Middleton, Curly Monroe, Raymond H. Monroe, Albert E. Monroe, Sr., Gertrude Monroe, 
Jeremiah Monroe, Robert Monroe, Albert Monroe, Jr., Evelyn F. Monroe-Girard, Pat Morgan, Jessy Morgan, Nicholas Mosca, 
Andrew Neil, Bob Nelson, Juanita Robbins Nestor, Elizabeth Elethorpe Ormsby, Grace Patchett, Nelson Patchett, Jackie Perkins, 
Duke Peters, Henry Phillips, Terry Pinchin, Camille Pomponio, Louise A. Prentiss,  

Bill Randall, Barbara Rawson, George Reynolds, Martha Kuck Rieff,  Bertha Spaulding Robbins, Benajah Robbins, Ernest 
Robbins, Paul Robbins, Harvey Robbins, John Roman Family, Wesley Ross, Esther Ryther, Bonnie Ryther, Glenna  Ryther, Lu-
cy and Ted Santaniello, Sierra Rose Santaniello, Harry Saum, Sr., George Savage, Leroy Scott, Sarah Scott, Dale Scripture, Adra
Seerup, Emil Seerup, David Shattuck, Virginia Shattuck, Glenn Shattuck, Rose Shattuck, Ed Shattuck, Kay Shattuck, Forrest 
Shattuck, Alison Silvestri, Mable B. Smith, Edith Shattuck Smith, Uncle Jim Smith, Louis Spellman, Sr., Sharon Steuart, Rich-
ard Stormer, Sr., Leona Robbins Stratton, Carl Sunderland, Edna Robbins Tilton, Trudeau Family, Virginia Tumbarello, Mildred 
Tuminsky, Anna Turano, Nick Turano, Purvie Turner, Bud and June Van Kleeck, William and Anna Van Kleeck, Marion Van 
Kleeck, Hatch Van Kleeck, Betty Vargo, Henry and Lucille Vickerson, John and Julie Vickerson, Chris Warner, Marguerite 
West, Jim Whitaker, Ed Whitaker, Herb Wilen, Ruth Hudler Woody. 

The Hague Memory Tree began in 1987 when Imogene Frasier approached the Hague Chamber of Commerce to sponsor her in 

requesting donations for the Hague Ambulance Fund in memory of her son, Dale.  She continued the Memory Tree for the next 23 

years to help the HVFD purchase equipment for the ambulances.  Since  Imogene died in 2009, her daughter, Diane Trudeau, contin-

ues the tradition in memory of both her brother and mother.  The names of those for whom donations have been made are put on a 

"Memory Tree" at the Community Center and are published in The Hague Chronicle. 
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TOWN BOARD MEETING ! 12/29/2011 

Supervisor Belden and Board members Frasier, Meola, 
Gladu and Martucci were all present for the year-end meeting at 

4 pm. 

A moment of silence was held for Jack Bolton. 

The Board: 
Discussed the Forest Bay Property Owners request to 

waive the penalty fee for removing their property (tax map 26.6
-1-26) out of the Fisher Act. They voted to send a letter to the 
Forest Bay Property Owners stating that the Town Board is not 

in favor of waiving the penalty fee. 

Agreed that elected officials should be able to attend the 
Association of Towns meeting in NYC if money has been budg-

eted.

Agreed to open the Visitor Center on February 25 - 26, 

2012, for the Hague Fish & Game Fishing Tournament.  

Authorized Supervisor Belden to sign the agreement with 

Warren County for maintenance of snowmobile trails.  

Accepted the resignation of Edna Frasier from the Town 

Board, effective 12/31/11.   

Discussed with Graham Bailey the function of the Oktober-
fest Committee and agreed to have the Attorney for the Town 

draw up a contract. 

Hired Richard Stormer Jr. as the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Attendant, effective 1/1/2012 with a  rate of pay of $12 
per hour for a 90 day probationary period after which the pay 

will increase to $12.50 per hour.  

On behalf of the Town Board, Supervisor Belden presented 
a Certificate of Appreciation to Richard Gladu for his eight 

years of service to the Town Board.

[Ed note:  Since I was out of town at the time, the notes above are taken 

from the official minutes.] 

TOWN BOARD ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
1/3/12 

Supervisor Edna Frasier and Board Members Rudy Meola, 
Mark Martucci and newly elected Steve Ramant were all pre-
sent.  There was one vacancy due to the resignation of Mrs. 

Frasier as Board Member. 

Mark Martucci, representing the Republican Committee, 
recommended Martin Fitzgerald II to fill the vacancy with a 
term to expire on 12/31/12.  Rudy Meola, representing the 
Democratic Committee, recommended A. Graham Bailey.  
Councilman Ramant made, and Supervisor Frasier seconded, a 
motion to appoint Martin Fitzgerald II to the Board which was 

passed with one dissension vote by Meola. 

Supervisor Frasier summarized the projects that had been 
completed in 2011 including completion of Sewer District #2, 
installation of the cell tower, dedication of Veterans Memorial 
Park, new playground equipment, dedication of “Peggy’s 
Point” and  receipt of a $44,000 grant for parking lots and boat 
dock enhancements.  She also noted that Lakeshore Garage and 

Trout House Village celebrated 40 years in business. 

For 2012, Supervisor Frasier said that work will continue 
on solar panels for the Community Center and Highway De-
partment building.  She also will have a citizens’ committee 
look at some specific parts of the Comprehensive Plan.  There 
are new procedures for Town Board meetings.  Anyone wish-
ing to address the Board needs to have a written request in by 
the Friday before the regular meeting stating what they wish to 

discuss. 

Other items of note: 

The regular meeting of the Town Board will be held at 6 
pm at the Community Center on the second Tuesday of each 

month with review of claims at the beginning of the meeting. 

The mileage rate for reimbursement is 51 cents per mile 

and travel vouchers must be submitted. 

The Supervisor is empowered to invest surplus funds to 
draw interest for the accounts from which the funds were 

drawn. 

Contracts for maximum financial support were approved.  
$300 for the American Legion for Memorial Day,  $337,305 
for the Hague Volunteer Fire Department, $200 for housing 
seized animals to Dr. Mack, $2,500 to the Hague Senior club, 
$1,000 to the Hague Sno-goers for maintenance of cross coun-
try ski trails, $9,000 to the Sno-goers for maintenance of the 
snowmobile trails [funding will come from Warren County], 
$2,000 for Senior Citizen Bus to Glens Falls once per month 

and $8,000 to the Hague Chamber of Commerce. 

The following appointments were made:  Edna Frasier – 
Budget Officer, Deborah Manning – Records Management 
Officer, Tax Collector and Registrar of Vital Statistics, 
Dominick Viscardi – Attorney for the Town, Mark Martucci – 
Deputy Supervisor, Richard Myers – Deputy Highway Super-
intendent, Bertha Dunsmore – Deputy Registrar of Vital Statis-
tics and Community Center Coordinator, William Pittman – 
Zoning Board, EJ Siwek – Planning Board Chairman with 
Richard Frasier - Deputy, Robert Goetsch – Zoning Board 
Chairman with Jon Hanna – Deputy, David DeFranco – Town 
Naturalist, Lindsay Mydlarz – Care Program Officer with Ber-
tha Dunsmore as Deputy, Daniel Steitz – Animal and Dog Con-

trol Officer. 

Salaries for Town Employees are listed in the official 
Board minutes of this meeting.  Also listed are the Board Com-
mittees whose members are usually identified in the Town 

Board meeting report in this paper. 

The Board adopted a Procurement Policy [also available in 

the minutes] which they agreed to adhere to carefully. 

TOWN BOARD MEETING ! 1/10/12 

Supervisor Edna Frasier and Board Members Marty Fitz-
gerald, Steve Ramant, Rudy Meola and Mark Martucci were 

present. 

The meeting opened at 6:20 pm as soon as the Board was 

finished with auditing the bills. 

Councilman Meola discussed the wording of the contract 
with the Attorney for the Town which said that no written ac-
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countability was necessary. The Board will change some of the 
wording and Supervisor Frasier will check with Councilman 

Meola about the final text. 

Committee reports (new committee members noted): 
Assessor & Justice (Meola/Ramant):  It was reported that 
Assessor Dave Martucci will have a proposal for the Board next 
month on the request by the Forest Bay Property Owners Asso-

ciation.

Buildings & Grounds/Community Center/Enhancement 

(Fitzgerald/Martucci): Councilman Fitzgerald discussed get-
ting information on solar panels and will meet with the health 

department next week on the water issue in the kitchen. 

Finance & Insurance (Meola/Martucci): Councilman Meola 
said they are looking at current rates of interest which are pretty 
low.  The Secretary for the Budget Office, Diane Trudeau, is 
still working on the end-of-year report.  Councilman Martucci 
doesn't think the Town will be able to get a better insurance 

rate. 

Fire Department (Martucci/Fitzgerald): Reports were given 
on repairs and training.  Councilman Fitzgerald noted that the 

company still needs volunteers. 

Highway (Martucci/Fitzgerald): An overhead door opener 
will be installed so that there won’t be a loss of heat when the 
doors are opened.  The HVFD trucks will be used to wash the 

Town trucks each Friday to clean them of salt, etc. 

Museum & Historian (Frasier/Ramant):  Supervisor Frasier 
reported that the Historical Society is working on their next 

research project on markets. 

Personnel (Fitzgerald/Meola):    No report given. 

Planning/Zoning/Stormwater (Meola/Fitzgerald): 

ZEO Clark noted that she contacts the Attorney for the 
Town when there is a questionable issue.  She said the regulato-
ry agencies will ask her, “What does your attorney say?”  so she 

gets the opinion from Attorney Viscardi. 

The ZEO gave a written report to the Board which included 
summaries for 2011.  County and Town Certificates of Occu-
pancy and Completion were issued for 23 sheds, decks and 
small additions; 8 for substantial additions or total house reno-
vations; 6 for large two story garages some with plumbing; and 

6 new homes or total rebuilds. 

There were 57 permits issued for Land Use Development; 
8 for Site Plan Review;  3 for Subdivisions; 13 Variances; 4 for 

Wastewater and 1 for Wastewater Variances.  

The ZEO requested permission to attend the Association of 
Towns meeting.  Councilman Meola pointed out that she had 
gone $11 over her budget last year but the Board approved her 
request.  Meola also noted that the Board has not acted on the 
recommendations made by former Councilman Gladu on at-

tendance at meetings by elected and appointed officials. 

 Recreation, Promotion & Youth (Ramant/Meola):   Council-
man Ramant reported that the Hague Chamber of Commerce is 
working on a new brochure.  Ramant is also working on the 
Music in the Park and cell service.  He noted that anyone inter-

ested in working at the Town Park this summer should apply at 

the Community Center. 

Sewer Districts #1 and #2 (Frasier/Meola):  With a new em-
ployee to help, it was reported that Paul Belden is looking for-

ward to working on necessary maintenance. 

Town Park & Beautification (Ramant/Meola): No additional 

report 

Transfer Station/Recycling Center (Meola/Ramant):  Prob-

lem at Transfer Station will be fixed by the operator, Casella. 

Other Business: 
1. The Town Board will audit books by January 20, 2012. 

2. Supervisor Frasier will attend the Association of Towns 
meeting as the voting delegate.  Deputy Supervisor Martucci is 
the alternate.  Councilman Fitzgerald will also attend the meet-
ing in New York City.  Councilman Ramant will get training in 

another venue. 

3. The Supervisor announced that reports from the Board 
Committees should be written and given to Town Clerk Man-
ning before the meeting.  There are new rules for the way the 
Board will conduct the meetings which were read by Supervisor 

Frasier. 

4. The Board will discuss the revised Employee Manual on 
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at 4 pm in the small Board meet-

ing room. 

5. Additional work is needed for setting up a contract for Ok-

toberfest.  

6. Joan Clark has notified the Town that she is in Sewer Dis-
trict #2 and has been paying the sewer fees but is located where 
she cannot hook up.  She is requesting to be exempted from the 
fees.  The matter will be referred to Paul Belden at the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant and Attorney Viscardi.  

7. The Board passed a resolution for authority to open ac-

counts and deposit and withdraw funds. 

8. The new travel voucher form needs to be submitted month-

ly for mileage reimbursements or payment will not be made. 

9. The Board approved a request by Dave Decker to appoint 
Dan Belden as designee to represent the Town on the Lake 

George Watershed Coalition for 2012. 

10.  The Board passed a resolution in support of NYS Senate 
bill 4856-2011 proposed by Senator Betty Little that will allow 

volunteer fire departments to charge for services.  

11. Supervisor Frasier reported that she will be serving on 

several County Committees. 

12. Supervisor Frasier said that there will be a reception for 
retired Supervisor Dan Belden on Saturday, February 18, 2012 
during Winter Weekend. It will be held at the Community Cen-

ter from noon to 3 pm. 

13. Waterkeeper Chris Navitsky asked for support for a LGPC 
study to  evaluate mandatory clean boats. Boat users would bear 
the expense. He noted that they have traveled to Lake Tahoe 
where every boat is decontaminated. He is working on a report 

which will go to the Town. 
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14.  Phil Smith indicated his disappointment that the request  
made for a fee waiver by Forest Bay had been decided before 
the regular meeting.  He requested that they reconsider. Super-
visor Frasier said that they will revisit it by having the Assess-
ment Committee (Councilmen Ramant and Meola) meet with 

Mr. Smith. 

PLANNING AND ZONING BOARDS 

The Zoning Board meeting of December 15, 2011 was 
reported  in our December issue.  The Planning Board meeting 

of January 5, 2012 was cancelled due to lack of applications. 

BOARD WAIVERS ON WAIVER 

Forest Bay Property Owners Association [FBPOA] Presi-
dent Phil Smith, was surprised to learn at the January regular 
meeting of the Town Board that at the December 29, 2011 
meeting, the Board approved a motion that they would send a 
letter to the FBPOA stating they “were not in favor of waiving 
the penalty fee.”  Mr. Smith had not received any information 

from the Town by January 10, 2012. 

On October 20, 2011, Mr. Smith wrote a letter to Supervi-
sor Belden explaining that the FBPOA was considering remov-
ing their forested lot from the Fisher Act.  He submitted infor-
mation indicating that the property had been over-assessed for 
years and they had been paying taxes based on this inflated 
assessment.  In order to withdraw from the Fisher Act, it is 
necessary to pay a penalty of 6% of the value of the timber.  
They contracted with a forest professional who determined that 
the total liquidation value of all the timber on the property 
would be $16,704.  The penalty tax to the Town then would be 
$1,002.24.  FBPOA requested only that this penalty be waived 
in light of having already paid excessive taxes.  They were not 
asking for any reconsideration of the taxes that had already 

been paid to the Town since 1974. 

The request was placed on the agenda for the November 
2011 Town Board meeting and Mr. Smith appeared and pre-
sented the details of the issue. The Board indicated they would 

table it until December and contact their attorney. 

Mr. Smith appeared again at the December 2011 Town 
Board meeting and asked for a timely action so that they could 
finish their legal arrangements before the March assessment 
process [when the lot would have an assessment of $20,300 
according to a letter from Assessor Dave Martucci].  He was 
told that the Town Board had not yet heard from their attorney 

and declined to act until then. 

Mr. Smith then came to the January 10, 2012 Board meet-
ing expecting to hear the recommendation from the attorney 
and to clarify any questions.  But he read on the printed copy 
of the minutes for the end-of-the year Board meeting on De-
cember 29, 2011 that a decision had already been made.  Mr. 
Smith questioned if there could be any reconsideration so that 

he would have an opportunity to discuss it with them.   

When contacted about the reason behind the waiver deci-
sion, Supervisor Edna Fraiser said that there has been some 
confusion about this issue. Councilman Rudy Meola of the 
Board’s Assessor & Justice Committee will set up a meeting to 

discuss the waiver request.  Meola and Councilman Steve Ra-
mant, the other Board member on the Committee, are to meet 
with Phil Smith, Attorney Dominick Viscardi and Assessor 
Dave Martucci.  Presumably the Committee will then have a 

recommendation for the full Board in February. 

HAGUE SNO-GOERS SNOWMOBILE CLUB 

It’s snowing outside now with 6+ inches on the ground as I 
write this report. The Club has been working on opening up a 
new trail 8C which will run through the landfill station up into 
the woods and come out at the Old Mill Road. The other 8C 
route will remain open and will be marked to avoid any confu-

sion.

Please stay on designated trails and respect landowners. We 
also would like to thank Paul Belden, Sr. for allowing us to use 
his land. The club has all the trails ready to ride when we get 
enough snow to open them and they are deemed safe for every-
one to ride.  Please take the time to register and insure all your 

snowmobiles.  

Contact Tom Haskell if you would like to join the club and 
save money on your registration. The club just purchased a 
2009 Yamaha Viking utility sled for trail grooming. Please ride 

responsibly and have a great snowmobile season.   

        …Tom Haskell, Sno-goers President  

HAGUE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  

The Chamber had their “after the holidays” dinner party on 
January 6, 2012 at the Hague Fire Department with 34 mem-
bers and guests. The food, catered by Katy Wells, Linda Mury 
and Bobbi-Jean Fish, was tremendous and a good time was had 

by all.  

The Chamber is currently working on a new and updated 
brochure. We also are redesigning the website so visitors can 
easily have access to all of our events. There will also be a 

scrolling picture guide of events and businesses in Hague.  

We are planning the Hague Winter Weekend which will be 
on February 17 – 19, 2012.  All the event info is in the flyer 
attached to this issue. The highlight of the weekend is the Polar 
Bear Plunge which raises money for the Vermont Children’s 
Hospital through WOKO 98.9 radio station’s “big change 
roundup.” Last year almost $3,000 was raised by plungers, gen-
erous donations by folks from all over who attended the Winter 
Weekend and some local organizations.  If you would like to 
volunteer for any weekend activities or “take The Plunge”, 
please contact Meg Haskell at 518-585-9890 or email her at 

<mhaskell14@yahoo.com>.      …Tom Haskell, HCC President  
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Reuben Davis' Gravesite, Photo by Bruce DeLarm, 8/2009  

Have you ever noticed, as you come down Tongue Moun-
tain and near Sabbath Day Point, that there’s a stone-wall-
enclosed gravesite set off in the woods to your right?  The stone 
reads “Reuben Davis, died June 8, 1857, AE 74.”  It’s a peace-
ful spot in the heart of rattlesnake country, perhaps carefully 
chosen for a man who spent his days hunting the reptiles.  On 
November 8, 1888,  the New York Times ran this piece with the 
headline “The Rattlesnake Exterminator”: 

“The Albany Journal’s Lake George correspondent writes:  
Isaac Davis of Hague, who in four years has killed upward of 
1400 rattlesnakes, and who last Fall at the county fairs of this 
vicinity was the first to handle rattlesnakes in public exhibi-
tions, recently killed four monster rattlesnakes near Sabbath 
Day Point.  This year he has killed upward of 400 for which he 
has been paid a bounty of 25 cents per snake.  He makes rattle-
snake hunting, catching, and exhibiting his whole business, and 
is paid $50 a month during the season by property owners about 
Hague for killing snakes in aid of their extermination.  He is 
believed to be the only man in the world following this occupa-
tion.  He is an intelligent man, fond of reading, of quiet de-
meanor and gentle disposition.  His friends apprehend that he 
will meet his death some day in handling these reptiles, but the 
business seems to have a fascination outside of the remunera-
tion it affords him.  He always carries with him a remedy in 
case he should be bitten, but does not feel any special confi-
dence in its efficacy. He is a man of 45 and killed his first snake 
before he was 6 years old, but never went into regular snake 
hunting until four years ago.  His father before him was the 
famous snake hunter, ‘Mint’ Davis, who used to kill them for 
the oil to sell to druggists.  The old man is said to have been 
bitten several times by snakes and to have cured himself by use 
of ‘rattlesnake weed.’  It used to be a standing joke about the 
lake that when a rattlesnake bit old ‘Mint’ Davis it was the 
snake that was poisoned to death.  The old man certainly 
seemed to have no more fear of a rattlesnake than a child had of 
a kitten.” 

I can only wonder whether Reuben Davis had the nickname 
“Mint”; the dates seem to fit with that conclusion.  What do you 
think?     ...Pat McDonough 

HAGUE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

It’s a quieter time of year here for the Historical Society, 
but never fear, the wheels continue to turn.  With the addition 
of a new scanner to our office equipment, Kathi Ramant, our 

archivist, has begun the long and tedious task of scanning the 
many old photos in frames and albums that are in our collec-
tion.  Now that the scanning process is underway, the next step 
will be to get the photos into archival-quality, acid free photo 
sleeves and albums.  This is a task we’ve been hoping to begin 
for a long time and it’s very exciting to have Kathi getting it 
started.  The pictures in the collection will now be protected 
from the deterioration that comes with age, and they will be 
“backed-up” electronically. 

We had our first “Markets” research team meeting this 
month and have laid out our plans.  Many folks have responded 
to our plea for input; we’ve gotten some great stories so far.   
We want to ask you to “keep your cards and letters” coming.  
We are especially interested in the Uptown Building (once the 
taxidermist and other things as well), the Hague Market, the 
IGA on Route 9N, the Silver Bay General Store, the “Store” at 
the Silver Bay YMCA, Leach’s store at the Steamboat Dock, 
and the Village Market (Fitzgerald’s) next door to the Hague 
Market.   

In addition to gathering information for our records and 
preparing a program to share with the public, we also do the 
exhibit in the showcase of the Community Center lobby.  If 
you have any memorabilia items from the markets (hats, 
matchbooks, photos, anything with the store name on it), they 
would make great additions to the exhibit.  They would be kept 
safely locked, noted with your name and returned when the 
exhibit is taken down.  Take a look in your closet!   You can 
contact us at <haguehistoricalsociety@yahoo.com>.   Thank 
you.                   … Pat McDonough 

WEAPONS OF THE 18TH-CENTURY 

 On February 12, 2012, Fort Ticonderoga Curator of 
Collections Chris Fox will present the second program in the 
“Fort Fever Series.” The Roar of Musketry and Cracking of 
Rifles: An Introduction to Weapons of the 18th-century will
take place at 2 pm in the Deborah Clarke Mars Education Cen-
ter. Fox will examine several original 18th-century weapons 
from the Fort’s extensive historic weapons collection. In this 
unique session, participants will have the opportunity to handle 
several muskets, swords, and pistols used in the French & Indi-
an War and American Revolution.  The cost is $10 per person 
or free for members of the Friends of Fort Ticonderoga. 


